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BULLETPART 
IS IN BRAIN 

Senator’s Condition Is Called 'Ex- 
tremely Critical’ 

By WALTER R. MEARS and JOSEPH E. MOHBAT 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
remained in extremely critical condition Wednesday, 
failing to show any improvement 12 hours after sur- 
geons removed from his brain all but a fragment of a 
bullet police said was fired by a mysterious young gun- 
man with a Jordanian heritage. 

“Sen. Kennedy’s condition is * ' 

still described as extremely 



critical as to life,” the sen- 
ator’s press secretary, Frank 
Mankiewicz, told newsmen. 

“The team of physicians at- 
tending Sen. Robert Kennedy,” 
Mankiewicz said in a brief state- 
ment, “is concerned over his 
continuing failure to show im- 
provement during the post-oper-l 
ative period.” 

But the press aide, answering 
questions some 17 hours after 
Kennedy was cut down in a Los 
Angeles hotel, would not say 
Kennedy’s condition is deterio- 
rating. 

“We felt it would be appropri- 
ate at thi s point,” he said, “to 

Other stories and pic- 
tures concerning Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy are in ! 
Section 1, Pages 10, 14, j 
28. 




stress that the critical condition 
related to survival during this 
period as well as to the period 
beyond.” 

Mankiewicz said although 
“there might have been some 
| change,” he thought Kenne- 
| dy’s life signs — pulse, I 
| breathing, blood pressure — j 
| were still good. 

Earlier, Kennedy underwent a 
series of medical tests at Good 
Samaritan Hospital. Then, too, 
they showed no measurable im- 
provement. 

MAN CAPTURED 
; The man accused of the shoot- 
jing was captured on the spot, 
jand identified hours later as Sir- 1 
I ban Bishara Sirhan, 24, a Jorda- 
nian native of Jerusalem, who 
jhas lived in nearby Pasadena, 
[Calif., since boyhood. 

A team of brain surgeons op-j 
erated for 3 hours and 40 min-! 
utes, striving to save the life of 
the New York senator, brother 
of the assassinated President 
John F. Kennedy. Robert was 
gunned down at the moment of 
his greatest victory in the Cali-! 
fornia primary as he cam-j 
paigned for the White House. 

His wife, Ethel, kept vigil 
in a hospital room near that 
in which her wounded 42- 
year-old husband was under 
intensive care at Good Sa- 
maritan Hospital. 

The accused assailant was 
hospitalized, too. Police said he 
was under maximum security 
in a hospital ward at Los An- 
geles County Central Jail. 

Sirhan was treated for a brok-! 
en index finger and a sprained! 

Cont. in Sec. l,>age 2', Co!. 4 



left ankle, suffered in the shoot- 
ing melee at the Ambassador 
Hotel early Wednesday. 

Police said his identity was 
traced through the .22 caliber 
pistol the assailant turned on 
Kennedy moments after the sen- 
ator had thanked cheering sup- 
porters for his victory in the 
presidential primary. 

Police officials displaying the 
weapon at a news conference 
identified it as an Iver Johnson 
Jadet, Model 55SA. 

Papers on Sirhan’s person in- 
dicated “this was a planned as- 
sassination,” Los Angeles May- 
ar Sam Yorty said. 

Yorty said a notebook ap- 



parently belonging to the ac- 
cused man mentions “the ne- 
cessity to assassinate Sen. 
Kennedy before June 5, 1968.” 
The date corresponds to the 
anniversary of the outbreak of 
the Arab-Israeli war a year ago. 

Yorty, in a copyrighted inter- 
view with Radio News Interna- 
tional said the notebook was re- 
covered from Sirhan’s rooms 
with his family’s permission. 

“The notebook appeared to 
have been by Sirhan Sirhan,”! 
the mayor said. 

MANY REFERENCES 
“There’s much scribbling, re- 
peated phrases, many refer- 
ences to Sen. Robert Kennedy, 
even some references to (retir- 
ing UN Ambassador) Arthur 
Goldberg,” Yorty said. 
“They’re not very clear but 
there’s a direct reference to the 
j necessity to. assassinate Sen. 

! Kennedy before June 5, 1968. 

“I don’t know why. He does a 
lot of writing pro-Communist 
land anticapitalist, anti-United 
: States. Evidently he was quite 
; pro-Arab in the Arab-Israel 
matter. He has ‘Long live Nas- 
ser’ written in there . . .” 
Immigration records in Wash- [ 
ington showed Sirhan was bofn ‘ 
March 19, 1944, in Jordan, and : 
was admitted to the Uniteil 
States as a permanent resident 
Jan. 12, 1957. 

In New York, the secretary 
on American-Arab Relations 
said the accused assailant “may 
have been inflamed” by a state- 
ment Kennedy made in a tele- 
vised campaign debate Satur 1 
day night, advocating support o 
Israel in the Middle East crisis 
Kennedy said during that ap; 
pearar.ea. in which he faced- ri 
val candidate Eugene J. Me 

jCarthy, that the United Stateg 
[should supply jets to Israel. | 
“It is this disrespect for | 
the human Arab person which | 

; brings about this kind of vio- 1 
! leuce,” Dr. Mohammad T. f 
| Mehdi said in New York, 
j Mehdi said Sirhan had been a; 
student at Pasadena College! 
land was active in the Qrganiza-j 
Itic-n of Arab Students. 

| McCarthy, too, had said in the 
j televised joint appearance that 
I the United States has a commit- j 
jment to support Israel, 
i Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark said I 
| in Washington at mid-morning! 
that he had no evidence cf a| 
i conspiracy in the Kennedy j 



shooting. 

John Shear, a trainer at Los 
Angeles area race tracks, said 
Sirhan worked for him as a 
groom four years ago, and be- 
came inflamed whenever trou- 
ble broke out between Jordan 
and Israel. 

WAS PRO-JORDAN 
Shear made the statement in 
a report to the Thoroughbred 
Racing Protective Association 
at Hollywood Park. “When trou- 
ble broke out between Jordan 
and Israel, Sirhan would be- 
come inflamed,” he said. “He 
was very pro-Jordan and anti- 
Israel.” 

Marcus McBroom, who wit- 
nessed the shooting, reported 
that the gunman cried: 

“I did it for my country. L 
love my country.” 

The shots fired into Kennedy’s 
head signaled a halt to the pres- 
idential campaign. The extent of 
the moratorium was pronounced 
by Blair Clark, campaign man- 
ager of Sen. Eugene J. Mc- 
Carthy, who said he had wired 
!all his headquarters: “Close 

up.” 

President Johnson kept in 
touch with Kennedy’s situa- 
tion, and talked directly with 
his brother, Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy, D-Mass. 

At his medical briefing, Man- 
kiewicz said there were no plans 
for further surgery “at this 
time.” 

He said two bullets, orre frag-! 
mented, lodged in Kennedy’s! 
head. One was relatively intact j 
and was not causing major con-j 
cern at this point, he said. 

Mankiewicz said Kennedy re-j 
mained unconscious. 



Mankiewicz said he was not 
[medically qualified to express 
{optimism or pessimism about 
j Kennedy’s prospects for recov- 
ery. 

i BULLET DAMAGE 
I He said the dangers to Kenne- 
dy involve damage from the 
{bullets themselves and - from 
bone fragments dislodged by the 
bullets. 

Mankiewicz also said there is 
secondary danger from loss of 
blood which could impair the 
blood supply to the brain if se- 
vere enough. 

The press secretary spoke 
only of two bullets, 
j This left unclear the report of 
a third wound, said by doctors 
to have been suffered when 
Kennedy’s forehead was grazed 




| by a slug. 

j Los Angeles Mayor Samuel 
! Yorty said the identification fi- 
nally was made by Sirhan’s 
[brother, Munier “Joe” Sirhan, 

| with whom be lived in Pasade- 
[na, Calif. Yorty said Los An- 
igeles police traced the Sirhans 
[and another brother, Adel Sir- 
[han, through the gun the assail- 
jant used. 

Mankiewiez said the sena- 
tor faces a period of crisis 
during the next 24 to. 36 
hours. 

Kennedy bodyguards, led by 
two burly Negro athletes, 
grabbed the gunman, wrested a 
.22 caliber pistol from him in a 
kitchen corridor of the Ambas- 
sador Hotel. 

More than nine hours after 
the shooting, Yorty announced 
the identification of the alleged 
gunman. He would not speculate 
on the man’s nationality. 

BILLS FOUND 

i Yorty said four ?100 bills were 
found on Sirhan, “with which he 
was planning on leaving if he 
could get away.” He said Sirhan 
also carried a Pasadena news- 
paper clipping unfavorable to- 
ward Kennedy. 

Slender and dark-haired, the 
young man accused of shooting 
Kennedy would tell police noth- 
ing about himself or his deed. 

Prior to his identification, he 
was secretly arraigned as John 
Doe, on six counts of assault 
with intent to commit murder, 
arofjwasJield in $250,000 bail. 

; Five others also had been 
wounded. 

i His act, at shortly after mid- 
night, PDT, turned from 

triumph to terror the scene at 
file ornate hotel on Wilshire 
'[Boulevard, where Kennedy had 
just thanked his cheering sup- 
porters for their part in the big- 
jgest victory of his White House 
'campaign: his capture of the 
California presidential primary, 
i And in that speech, Kenne- 
■j dy called upon those who fav- 
\ or his nomination to help him 
I overcome “divisions, violence, 

! disenchantment” in America. 

; Then he turned, taking a short 
[[cut through a kitchen passage- 
way, to go to a news conference 
4-and met the violence he had 
■ condemned. 

Police inspector Peter Hagen 
;said the gun used in the shoot- 
ing was an eight-shot, .22 cali- 



. ber Iver Johnson revolver. 

\„ The gun, seized by Kennedy 
[bodyguards, was the link police 
i ; :sed to determine the identity of 
t he alleged assailant, 
f The assailant, apparently 
[standing on a box or a can for 
loetter vantage, swiftly pumped 
ball eight shots of his revolver at 
; Kennedy. 

lb None of the other wounded 
vas hurt as critically as the 
Senator. 

|| Those who were in the corri- 
dor had differing accounts of 
qflhe gunman’s words, 
tfei Some said he cried as he shot: 
III can explain. Let me ex 
‘plain.” 

shout: “I did it for my coun- 
try.” 

WAVE OF SHOCK 

J The deed sent a wave of shock 
[through the world’s capitals, [ 
and brought to a halt amid con- 
fusion and dismay the campaign 
for the White House.. 

Kennedy was hit three times, 
near the right ear, in the shoul- 
der and the forehead. 

It was the slug that hit near 
his ear which plunged into Ken- 
nedy’s brain. 

Kennedy was first taken to 
Los Angeles Central Receiving 
Hospital. . The doctor who treat- 
ed him there, Victor Baz, said 
the senator “was practically 
! dead” when he arrived. 

He was transf erred to Good 
Samaritan Hospital and there, 
the team of six surgeons be- [ 
gan operating at 3:12 a. m., 
PDT, When* their work was 
done, he was pronounced in 
“extremely critical condi- 
tion.” 

All but a fragment of the bul- 
let was removed from Ms brain, 
Mankiewiez said. The surgery 
was said to have been success- 
ful in that its primary goal, re- 
moval of most of the slug, was) 
accomplished. 

Mankiewiez said a second hull 
let, considered to have inflicted! 
[less serious injury, remained in j 
jthe back of Kennedy’s neck. i 
He said vital signs such as 
pulse and breathing were in 
good order, but there “may 
have been some impairment of 
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the blood supply to the center of 
the brain.” 

Mankiewiez said that center 
controls the pulse, blood pres- 
sure and tracking of the eyes, 
but not the process of thinking. 
The scene of turmoil, tears 
■i ind hysteria which followed the: 
Mooting was televised live byi 
-.ameras which had just carried 
Kennedy’s victory taik on the 
California race. 

j Kennedy and his assailant 
[were out of sight of the tcie- 
■vision cameras. 

; Across town, Sen. Eugene J. 

; - McCarthy, D-Minn., the man 
|[Y Kennedy defeated in the Califor- 
L ia contest, led his supporters in 
j £. ilent prayer after the shooting. 

« Wednesday, McCarthy went to 
e hospital. 

SCENE OF CHAOS 
The shock of the shooting 
jggiickly turned the roomful of 
" |me 2,000 election night cele- 
ators into a scene of chaos. 
SfWith startling speed, the gun- 
gPpi fired all the eight shots in 
■ s piste!, hitting Kennedy and 
■. /slanders. 

'IH . . Kennedy fell to the floor. 

yS'&ood gushed from his head. 
gj His wife, Ethel, had been 
t Ms side during the victory 
renouncement. Walking from 
tpAie microphone, Kennedy had 
gpyoked around, as if search- j 
■' lg for her. 

The shots brought pandemo - ' 

; fro. There were shrieks of 
^jjlliJod, God, not again.” There 
‘(bll'ItTe curses, too. 
wbSfelGet a doctor,” someone 
Minuted, “please get a doctor.” 
doctor administered emer- 
1 i ncy treatment. A priest said 
,,,,v held a rosary toward Kenne- 
ls j. ’ and the senator clutched it, 

jdy 



mi 



a 

P 

?■ 

Ic 



!but the crush of people came be-] 
tween them. 

Kennedy was wheeled on aj 
stretcher to the hotel service ei-j 
evator, taken by ambulance toj 
Central Receiving Hospital. 

There, The Rev. Thomas i 
Peacha administered last rites! 
of the Roman Catholic Church, [ 

: Baz said Kennedy at first had 
[ no pulsebeat. The doctor said he i 
[administered a closed cardiac 
massage, gave Kennedy oxygen [ 




land adrenalin, and slipped a! 
| tube into his mouth to facilitate i 
i breathing. 

| Mrs. Kennedy was with her 
| husband. 

| “She didn’t believe that he 
| was alive, sort of- because she 
j could see that he wasn’t re- 
jsponding,” the doctor said. “So 
[when we began to get a heart- 
J beat, I put the stethoscope in 
[her ears so she could listen.’’ 

. At the ornate Ambassador Ho- 
tel, the gunman was in police 
hands. 

I Roosevelt Grier, giant Ne- 
| gro lineman of the Los Ange- 
les Rams, held the assailant, 
smashed the man’s hand 
against a serving table, try- 
ing to force loose the gun. 

It fell free. 

Grier, Olympic athlete Rafer 
Johnson and Kennedy body- 
guard William Barry hauled the 
I assailant away from the fallen 
I senator. 

| “Kill him,” a man shouted, 
j Police took over, hustled the 
(assailant at gunpoint through 
[the lobby of the rambling old 
[hotel. “Lynch him, lynch him,” 

J shouted people in the crowd. 

But police rushed the man 
past the entrance to the Coconut [ 
Grove night club, down the | 



stairs and off to the Central 
Jail. 

SUSPECT SULLEN 
The suspect was sullen and si- 
lent through the early hours of 
police questioning. “He would j 
not speak except once he said i 
‘yes,’ said Police Chief Thom- f 
as Reddin. ' I 

t: 

Later he began to talk, but not f- 
about himself or the shooting. ,f: 
Reddin said he was “verytl 
cooi, very calm, very stable and|i 
quite lucid.” • f 

Whenever the questioning s| 
came to the shooting, Reddin f? 
said, the man would reply i 
only: | 

“I prefer to remain incom- fe; 
munieado.” g 

_ • . Kv. 

The police chief said the key t| 
to a 1959 automobile, parked I 
near the hotel,. was found in the i 
gunman’s pocket. He said the | 
car belonged to a hotel employe f| 
who worked in the kitchen. || 

Reddin said Kennedy had .|| 
twice been offered and twice de- ® 
dined Los Angeles police pro- || 
tection during his campaign. |[ 
After the shooting, President i 
Johnson ordered the Secret 
Service to guard all presidential i 
candidates. And Congress swift- 
ly went to w'ork to approve the 
step. 

McCarthy said the nation 
bears “a burden of guilt” for 
the shooting of Kennedy. He 
suspended his own campaign for 
the Democratic presidential 
f nomination. 

| So did Vice President Hubert 
|H. Humphrey, who was in Colo- 
jrado Springs, Colo., at the time 
i of the shooting. 

! At Sirhan’s anonymous, se- 
; Continued in Sec. 1, Page 3 




SEN. KENNEDY 



Continued from Sec . 1, Page 2 
eret arraignment, the judge 
asked: 

“John Doe — is that your 
name?” 

“Doe,” the suspect replied. 
“What is your true name?” 
“Doe.” 

In the complaint, the suspect 
was described as “male Cauca- 
sian, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 140 
pounds, _ swarthy complexion, 
black wiry hair, brown eyes.” 
The gunman had appeared in 
the kitchen area at the Ambas- 
sador as Kennedy spoke. A wait- 
er said the man spread a sheaf 
of sketches out on a stainless 
steel table there. 

In Washington, Atty. Gen. 
Ramsey Clark said the FBI was 
investigating every angle of the 
case and “according to informa- 
tion that I have at this moment 
we have no evidence of conspir- 
acy.” 

Kennedy aides said six of 
the senator’s 10 children 
were being flown back to 
Washington in an Air Force 
plane arranged by Humphrey. 
The actual surgery on Kenne- 
dy was performed by Drs. Max- 
well Ambler of the University of 
California at Los Angeles Medi- 
cal School, and Nat Downes 
Reid and Henry Cuneo of the 
University of Southern Califor- 
nia Medical School. 

It was Cuneo who was quoted 
as talking grimly of the outlook. 

Dr. Lawrence Pool of New 
York said Cuneo did so in a con- 
versation with him. . 

SERIOUS DAMAGE 

Pool said there evidently was 



serious damage to me mid- 
brain, which deals with the 
functions of motion and sensa- 
tion, and with blood pressure, 
breathing and heart rate. 

“So it’s a very critical area 
and this was injured and this is 
why I fear— as Dr. Cuneo indi- 
cated— the outcome may be ex- 
! tremely tragic,” Dr. Pool said. 

President Johnson was awak- 
ened and told of the shooting 
early Wednesday in Washing- 
ton. “There are no words equal 
to the horror of this tragedy,” 
he said. 

Kennedy’s parents, former 
Ambassador Joseph P. Kennedy 
and his wife, Rose, were told of 
the assault when they arose at 
their home in Hyannis Port, 
Mass. 

Asked how they had taken the 
news, Ann Gargan, a niece, re- 
plied: 

“How would you take it if you 
were told another son had been 
shot in the head.” 

Her voice broke. 

“It’s terrible,” she said. “We 
are praying.” 

“God help us,” said a sol- 
dier in Vietnam. “What the 
hell is going on hack there?” 

President Charles de Gaulle 
of France asked to be kept in- 
. formed of developments. 

Pope Paul VI told nearly 
| 10,000 pilgrims at an audience of 
| the shooting. Cries of “Oh, no,” 

! filled St. Peter’s Basilica. 





SYMBOLS on photo and map indicate the spots where Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy was shot and where he fell seriously 
wounded. Policemen view the area next to a stainless steel 
counter where two bullets struck him in the head. The shoot- 



— AP WIREPHOTO. 

mg occurred in the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles short- 
ly after Kennedy delivered a victory speech from the stage 
in the Embassy Room. 











Gravely Wounded Kennedy Lies on Floor 



_ — Copyright, 196S, Pasadena !ndependent-Stcr News. 

SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY lies critically He was removed to the Central Receiving 

wounded on the floor of the kitchen of the Hospital and later transferred to the Good 

Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles after he Samaritan Hospital for surgery, 
was felled by a would-be assassin’s bullets. 





Senator Arrives at Central Receiving Hospital 



—A P WiREPHOTO. 

pital but was later transferred to Good Sa- 
maritan Hospital where he underwent brain 
surgery lor removal of one of two bullets. 



SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY arrives at 
Central Receiving Hospital in Los Angeles 
Wednesday. He was first taken to this hos- 









